
Creating memories and lifelong friendships

on Lake Guntersville

2022 Camp 
Catalog

Celebrating 

65
years!

YMCA CAMP
CHA-LA-KEE



2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Table of Contents

Welcome to YMCA 
Camp Cha-La-Kee!

Welcome to YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee
A Letter from Our Director
A Place Where Young People Thrive
The Cha-La-Kee Experience
Camp Activities
Camp Activities
Day Camp with Drop-Off at Cha-La-Kee
Mini Camp
Overnight Camp
Counselors in Training
Leaders in Training
Raggers Program
A Camper’s Day
Our Staff
Open House & Family Jam Dates
Camper Health & Safety
Map & Contact Us

On Lake Guntersville



From the Camp Director
Dear Camp Cha-La-Kee Family,
   I want to take a moment and introduce 
myself to you. My name is Huy Lu, and I am 
the Executive Director of YMCA Camp 
Cha-La-Kee. I am excited to be at 
Cha-La-Kee and am eager for the summer 
to begin! Camp is a great place for children 
to grow, gain new experiences and make 
lifelong memories and friends. I believe 
Camp Cha-La-Kee is the perfect place to 
do all three. 

   I grew up in Southern California where I 
graduated from California Baptist 
University.  Here are some more fun facts: I 
am a former Peace Corps Volunteer in 
Togo, West Africa; I've been working for the 
YMCA for over 17 years;   I have archery 
and high ropes (ACCT Level II) certification. 
I'm married and we have an amazing 
five-year-old daughter.  Our family is 
excited to be part of the YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee family!

   There’s just about everything you need to know about Summer 2022 at camp in this 
catalog, but if you have any questions, you can always reach out to me by e-mail or 
phone. I hope that you will also attend one of our Family Jam info sessions at a YMCA
                                      branch in Huntsville or Madison, and bring a friend who might
                                      like to know more about Camp. We’re also planning a lot of fun
                                      activities for Camp Open House, so mark your calendars to
                                      join us. Dates and times are listed on page 16 in this catalog.
                                      
                                      I look forward to meeting you at one of our pre-season events
                                      or at camp. It’s going to be a great summer at YMCA Camp 
                                      Cha-La-Kee!
              
                                    

Huy Lu (Hoo-ee Loo)  is  Executive 
Director at YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee. 

Contact Huy
256.428.9622 ext. 3013 
(through April)
256.571.2494 (May to July)
huy.lu@ymcahuntsville.org
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Founded in 1957, YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee is an overnight and day camp for both boys 
and girls with a rich tradition that is welcoming to all. Every child has the opportunity to 
make great friends, learn new skills and progress to a higher level of confidence, maturity 
and understanding of our YMCA core values: Caring, Honesty, Respect and Responsibility. 
Camper sessions offer children a safe, traditional style camp that focuses on leadership, 
character development and social responsibility in a fun, outdoor environment.  Less than 
an hour southeast of Huntsville, YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee is situated on 61 wooded, 
waterfront acres in Marshall County along the Tennessee River.

Children progress from day campers to overnight  
campers through three programs:

Traditional 5-night Overnight Camp for Ages 8-14

Traditional 5-day Day Camp for Ages 6-12

Kids and Teens Learn, Explore and Grow at Camp

Traditional 3-night Mini Camp for Ages 6-12

A Place Where Young People Thrive

Campers build confidence through mastering skills such as kayaking.



We create intentional moments where campers grow in 
confidence, connectedness, and sense of purpose.

The Camp Cha-La-Kee Experience

The Cha-La-Kee Way

CARING•

There is nothing more central to the camp experience than cabin life! Overnight Campers  
are placed with their age group in a social setting of small groups housed in 
air-conditioned cabins under the supervision of counselors. In this small group setting, 
Campers learn communication, trust, patience, empathy and teamwork.
At Cha-La-Kee, Campers discover not just the wonders of the outdoors but the joy of 
exploring their unique skills and strengths to benefit their cabin groups and the entire 
camp community. Year after year, friendships are strengthened and skills for life are built.

We focus on these guiding principles in every area of 
camp life to help campers become the best they can be, 
while they are at camp and when they come back home.

RESPECT•

POSITIVE ATTITUDE•
RESPONSIBILITY•
RESILIENCY•

HONESTY•
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Cabin Chat
At the end of 
each day, 
campers and 
staff take time to 
talk about their 
experiences and 
lessons learned.

Campers may discover a new passion trying a variety of activities. 
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Active days are packed full of fun and challenging things to 
do that build a child’s skills and confidence
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Register for camp 
online at 

chalakee.org

Camp is a time of discovery! Kids 
explore engaging, fun activities where 
they can develop new skills, experience 
the joy of teamwork and grow in 
self-confidence.
Our Overnight Campers will select from 

a variety of activities that are designed 
to be age-appropriate, safe, and 
enjoyable.  
Day Campers will participate in a 
pre-set, varied schedule of 
age-appropriate, safe, fun activities.

Camp Activities



Crafts
Drama & Skits

Arts

Camp Activities

Archery

Riflery
Fishing

Skills

Fun & 
Games

Gaga Ball
Field Games

Sports

Dances

Nature
Hiking
Outdoor  
Living Skills

Cookouts

Animals & 
Habitats

Confidence

High & Low Ropes
Zip Line

Giant Swing
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Camp Activities

Water 
Aqua Bounce

Paddle Boarding

Canoeing

Water Saturn

The Blob
Tubing

Swimming Pool

Kayaking



What is included?
Day Campers will be served two snacks and lunch 
each day. Activities include archery, arts & crafts, 
canoes & kayaks, field games, Ga-Ga Ball, giant 
swing, home in the woods, low ropes/team 
building, pool, and waterfront. Campers are 
assigned by age to a co-ed group with a pre-set 
schedule allowing campers to rotate through all 
activities. Campers receive a camp T-shirt!

What should my Camper bring?
Campers should wear closed-toe shoes and 
pack a water bottle, swim gear, sunscreen and 
towel in their backpack each day. Detailed camp 
info will be sent out prior to the camp season.

Drop-off is from 7:30am-8:30am
Pick-up is from 4 pm-5:30pm

Drop Off Day Camp @ Cha-La-Kee

Day Campers can be dropped off directly at 
YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee to enjoy a full 
regular day of our great camp activities. 
YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee Campers are 
supervised in a group size of 1 staff member 

per 10 Campers ages 6 to 12 years old. 
Campers will have fun all summer while 
building relationships, learning new games 
and skills, and developing self-confidence. 
Day Camp is Monday through Friday.

Live close to camp? Drop off Day Campers directly at 
YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee as early as 7:30 a.m.!

YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee is located right on Lake Guntersville.

Drop Off Day Camp
Ages 6 to 12
$215 Y Members  and Community

Session 1:  June 6-June 10
Session 2:  June 13-June 17
Session 3:  June 20-June 24
Session 4:  June 27-July 1
* Session 5:  July 5-July 8 (Mini-camp)
Session  6:  July  11-July 15
Session 7:  July 18-July 22
Session 8:  July 25-July 29



Mini-Campers will have a special shorter version of 
the same fantastic traditional camp experience in the 
great outdoors at YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee as 
full-week campers. Campers cook one meal outdoors 
with their cabin family and receive a Camp T-shirt! For 
a complete list of activities, see pages 6 & 7.

A great “starter” camp experience for 
younger children & new campers

Our sparkling swimming pool is the spot to cool off on a hot day.

Mini Overnight Camp
July 5-8
Ages 6 to 12 years old
$380 Y Members
$480 Community
Check-in:  Tuesday at 3 pm
Pick-up:  Friday 4-6 pm

                                See pages 6 & 7 
                                           for a list of 
                                 camp activities.

First Time Campers Love Mini-Camp!
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What is included? 
NEW! Four days and 3 nights of fun, age- 
appropriate activities in just the right size!
Campers are fed 3 hot meals and 1 night-time 
snack each full day of camp. 

What should my Camper bring?
Campers should pack bed and bath linens, clothing 
and personal items such as medications. Detailed 
packing info and forms,  including required 
healthcare provider form, will be sent prior to camp.



Overnight Camp is a place where boys and 
girls ages 8 to 14 build self-confidence, 
independence and lifelong friendships in a 
traditional camp experience. Campers are 
divided by gender into small groups of 10 

campers and housed in air- conditioned 
cabins counselors. Campers enjoy a variety of 
activities including archery, kayaking, zip line 
and more! Overnight camp is Sunday through 
Friday.
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Overnight Camp
Ages 8 to 14
$625 Y Members • $725 Community

Session 1:  June 5-June  10 
Session 2:  June 12-June 17 
Session 3:  June 19-June 24 
Session 4:  June 26-July 1 
* Session 5:  July 5-July 8 (Mini-camp)
Session 6:  July 10-July 15
Session 7:  July 17-July 22
Session 8:  July 24-July 29

Overnight Camp @ Cha-La-Kee

What is included? 
Campers receive a souvenir Camp T-shirt! 
Campers are fed 3 hot meals and 1 night-time 
snack each full day of camp. Campers cook one 
meal outdoors with their cabin family! For a 
complete list of activities, see pages 6 and 7.

What should my Camper bring?
Campers should pack bed and bath linens, 
clothing and personal items such as 
medications. Detailed packing info and forms,  
including required healthcare provider form, 
will be sent prior to camp.

Five nights of campfires, dances & skits plus fun daytime  
activities with friends on the shores of Lake Guntersville

Check-in is Sunday @ 3-5 p.m.  Pick-up is Friday from 4-6 p.m.

Arts are an integral part of camp allowing a child’s creative expression.



The Counselors in Training (CIT) program 
is where teens learn what it takes to be a 
leader. This two-week session focuses on  
leadership development, communication 
skills, team-building, goal-setting and 
having fun. These hands-on experiences 
are designed to teach teens the skills, 
attributes and strategies that are 
improtant traits of exemplary leaders and 
camp counselors. Leadership skills learned 
at the Y can carry over to school, homes 
and communities.

The CIT program will teach teens how to 
work with kids and co-workers, and gain 
experience planning and leading activities. 

Prepare for a future as a camp counselor 
and develop your leadership potential as 
you work closely with Y counselors to help 
deliver programming to younger campers. 
The CIT program is for teens ages 15-16. 
The Counselors in Training session is June 
19-July 1, 2022. Stayover between weeks 
is available.

Counselors in Training is for teens that want to develop 
mentoring & leadership opportunities as camp counselors
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Counselors in Training Program - CIT
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What should my Camper bring?
Counselors in Training should pack bed and bath 
linens, clothing and personal items such as 
medications. Detailed packing info and forms,  
including required healthcare provider form, will 
be sent prior to camp.

Counselors in Training 
Ages 15 to 16 years old
$900 Y Members
$1,100 Community
CIT Session: 
June 19-July1, 2022



The Leaders in Training (LIT) Program at 
YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee is designed to 
help teens develop leadership skills while 
learning what it takes to be a great camp 
counselor in a safe, fun environment in the 
great outdoors. LIT programs help teens 
explore their individual talents while they 
build leadership skills, group skills, 
self-confidence and character.

Days are organized with traditional camp 
activities for half of each day with 

leadership skill-building the rest of the 
day.
Whether your camper has been coming to 
YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee for years or is 
brand new to camp, LIT will provide them 
an excellent opportunity to work on real 
life skills such as independence, time 
management and team work. LIT is a 
one-week program for campers ages 
13-14. There will be two sessions 
available on June 12-17 and July 10-15.. 
Space is limited.

Leaders in Training is for young people who enjoy teamwork 
and want to spend time in the beautiful outdoors at camp
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Teen Leadership Program - LIT

What should my Camper bring?
Leaders in Training should pack bed and bath 
linens, clothing and personal items such as 
medications. Detailed packing info and forms,  
including required healthcare provider form, will 
be sent prior to camp.

Leaders in Training 
Ages 13 to 14 years old
$625 Y Members
$725 Community
Sessions: June 12-17, 2022
 July 10-15, 2022



The Raggers program is designed to help 
campers take a closer look at themselves 
in relationship to their own strengths and 
weaknesses, their religious beliefs and to 
those around them. Rags are deeply 
embedded in the DNA of the YMCA, and Y 
camps accross the United States provide 
the Challenge of the Rag to their campers. 
The Raggers Program is entirely optional 
and is designed for 12-year-olds and 
older.
Rags exist as outward symbols of inward 

goals that campers set for themselves. 
There are seven Rags (Blue, Silver, Brown, 
Gold, Red, Purple and White) that campers 
and CITs may progressively take the 
challenge for throughought their time at 
Camp Cha-La-Kee. Rags are unique in that 
they are given when a goal is set rather 
than when it is accomplished.

The decades-old tradition of the Raggers 
Program is about taking on a personal 
challenge for growth and improvement. 

The Raggers Program allows campers and staff to set 
individual goals to develop a stronger mind, body, and spirit
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The Raggers Program

I would be friend to all- the foe, the friend-
less;
I would be giving, and forget the gift;
I would be humble, for I know my weakness;
I would look up, and laugh, and love and lift.

The Ragger’s Creed     
I would be true, for there are those who trust 
me;
I would be pure, for there are those who care;
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare;
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Check out this sample schedule
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Camp days are chock-full of fun and challenging activities.

7:30 am

8:30 am

9:30 am

10 am

11:15 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

3 pm

3:45 pm

5 pm

6:30 pm

8:30 pm

9:30 pm

Wake-up

Devotional, Flag Raising & 

Breakfast

Cabin Clean-up

Activity 1

Activity 2

Lunch & Rest Hour

Swimming & Waterfront

Cantina/Camp Store

Activity 3

Dinner

Evening Programs

Cabin Chats

Lights Out!

What is life at Camp Cha-La-Kee like?



Our Staff
The Cha-La-Kee Team’s top 
priority is to ensure the 
health and safety of our 
campers

Many things make YMCA Camp 
Cha-La-Kee a memorable experience, but 
nothing makes camp greater than our 
talented, caring counselors and 
exceptional program leaders. 

Camp staff are recruited from across the 
globe and participate in a weeks-long 
training program prior to the opening of 
summer camp. All staff are screened and 
interviewed and have passed a criminal 
background check before employment. 
Counselors are certified in CPR and First 
Aid. Counselors are selected for their 
maturity, ability, and interest in spending a 
summer with children ages 6 to 16.

Interested in working at Camp? In 
addition to cabin staff, YMCA Camp 

Cha-La-Kee hires activity 
specialists for select areas (ropes 

course, archery, riflery, lifeguards). 
Send an email to   

huy.lu@ymcahuntsville.org.
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Nice to meet you!
Meet other Campers and our Staff at an Open House or Family 
Jam Information Session this Spring

Questions? Email huy.lu@ymcahuntsville.org

Meet other Cha-La-Kee families at Open House!

Meet the Camp Staff, ask questions 
about camp, prepurchase camp 
swag, choose your sessions and 
register on the spot!

Thursday,  March 3
4-6 pm Hogan Family YMCA (Madison)

Thursday, March 10
4-6 pm Southeast Family YMCA (Huntsville)

Tuesday, April 5
4-6 pm Southeast Family YMCA (Huntsville)

Tuesday, April 12
4-6 pm Hogan Family YMCA (Madison)

Come see our beautiful campus, try 
activities like archery and canoeing 
with the family, and enjoy ice cream.

Sunday, April 24
2-4 pm YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee

Sunday, May 1
2-4 pm YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee

YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee is located at 4380 
Chalakee Road, Guntersville, Alabama 
35796

Open House at 
YMCA Camp 
Cha-La-kee

Family Jam 
Info Sessions



Camper 
Health & 
Safety
YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee 
employs a health care 
professional who resides 
on the property during 
summer camp. 

Medications are 
distributed at the Dining 
Hall and Infirmary as 
needed. Our Medical Staff 
is available 24 hours a 
day and is particularly 
good at providing just the 
right amount of TLC to 
our campers!

Notes

Got 
Questions?
Financial aid is available! 

Reach out to us!
huy.lu@
ymcahuntsville.org

256.428.9622 ext. 3013 
(through April)

256.571.2494 
(May-July)
www.chalakee.org

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
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Discover your true 
nature this summer!

REGISTER ONLINE CHALAKEE.ORG
YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee
4380 Cha-La-Kee Road
Guntersville, AL  35796
256.428.9622 ext. 3013 (through April)
256.571.2494 (May to July)
huy.lu@ymcahuntsville.org

Situated on 61 lush, forested acres 
alongside a mountain lake in Marshall 
County, YMCA Camp Cha-La-Kee offers 
campers the opportunity to connect 
with the natural world and each other. 
Through days rich with summer camp 
traditions and activities like  s’mores 
around the campfire, kayaking, archery 
and silly skits, Cha-La-Kee campers can 

be themselves, build self-confidence 
and lay a foundation for a fulfilling, 
successful life. Everything we do is 
guided by our YMCA signature core 
values: Caring, Honesty, Respect and 
Responsibility, and we can’t wait for 
your child to forever be a Cha-La-Kee 
Camper with us this summer! 


